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Call	
  Agenda	
  

•  Project	
  Recap	
  (Kevin	
  Werner)	
  

•  El	
  Niño	
  and	
  Regional	
  Climate	
  brief	
  (Kevin	
  Werner)	
  

•  Environmental	
  condi>ons	
  and	
  impacts	
  repor>ng	
  and	
  discussion:	
  

–  NWS	
  (Andrea	
  Bair)	
  

–  NMFS	
  (Ruth	
  Howell)	
  

–  Regional	
  Media	
  (Timi	
  Vann)	
  

–  Others	
  

•  Discussion	
  



Regional	
  Coordina1on	
  Goals	
  

1.  Document	
  and	
  share	
  environmental	
  condi>ons	
  informa>on	
  and	
  their	
  impacts	
  on	
  human	
  
systems	
  at	
  the	
  regional	
  scale.	
  

	
  
2.  Improve	
  internal	
  awareness	
  of	
  unusual	
  environmental	
  observa>ons	
  across	
  NOAA	
  mission	
  

lines.	
  
	
  
3.  Improve	
  regional	
  communica>on	
  and	
  coordina>on:	
  

•  Across	
  NOAA	
  mission	
  lines	
  –	
  e.g.,	
  NMFS	
  science	
  centers	
  and	
  region,	
  NWS	
  region,	
  
NOS	
  OCM	
  and	
  OCS,	
  NESDIS	
  NCEI,	
  and	
  OAR	
  PMEL	
  and	
  ESRL;	
  and	
  
	
  

•  Between	
  NOAA	
  and	
  NOAA-­‐funded	
  regional	
  partners	
  involved	
  in	
  monitoring	
  and	
  
communica>ng	
  changing	
  climate	
  condi>ons	
  and	
  impacts	
  (e.g.,	
  IOOS,	
  Sea	
  Grant,	
  
RISA,	
  State	
  Climatologists,	
  Western	
  Regional	
  Climate	
  Center,	
  etc.)	
  

	
  
4.  Improve	
  external	
  communica>on	
  of	
  regional	
  impacts	
  from	
  changing	
  climate	
  condi>ons,	
  

including	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  El	
  Niño.	
  	
  Target	
  audience	
  is	
  regionally	
  connected	
  elected	
  
officials	
  and	
  representa>ve	
  groups	
  (e.g.,	
  WGA)	
  	
  

	
  
	
  



Regional	
  Coordina1on	
  Ac1on	
  Plan	
  
Monthly	
  webinars	
  
•  Brief	
  on	
  regional	
  climate	
  condi>ons/forecast	
  and	
  discuss	
  devia>ons	
  from	
  “normal”.	
  	
  

•  NWS,	
  NESDIS	
  and	
  OAR	
  report	
  on	
  terrestrial	
  observa>ons;	
  	
  
•  NMFS	
  and	
  NOS	
  report	
  on	
  coastal	
  and	
  marine	
  observa>ons;	
  and	
  
•  Partner	
  network	
  observa>ons	
  (WRCC,	
  IOOS,	
  RISA,	
  Sea	
  Grant,	
  etc)	
  

	
  
•  Exchange	
  informa>on	
  on	
  terrestrial	
  and	
  coastal-­‐marine	
  impacts	
  

	
  
Monthly	
  communica1on	
  
•  Informa>on	
  will	
  enrich	
  exis>ng	
  products	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  the	
  Climate	
  monthly	
  summaries	
  
•  Communica>on	
  to	
  in-­‐region	
  elected	
  officials	
  (in	
  coordina>on	
  with	
  NOAA	
  OLIA).	
  	
  
•  A	
  NOAA	
  Rota>onal	
  Assignment	
  (NRAP)	
  has	
  been	
  submi`ed	
  to	
  recruit	
  communica>ons	
  exper>se	
  and	
  

addi>onal	
  coordina>on	
  capacity.	
  	
  Deadline	
  to	
  submit	
  is	
  Oct.	
  21.	
  	
  Also	
  discussing	
  added	
  capacity	
  via	
  
the	
  Western	
  Regional	
  Climate	
  Center.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Documenta1on	
  	
  	
  
•  Regionally	
  specific	
  updates	
  and	
  observed	
  changes	
  in	
  the	
  terrestrial	
  and	
  coastal	
  and	
  marine	
  

environments	
  (as	
  informally	
  reported)	
  will	
  be	
  summarized	
  in	
  the	
  spring	
  >meframe.	
  	
  	
  
•  The	
  summary	
  will	
  informally	
  characterize	
  changing	
  environmental	
  condi>ons	
  and	
  impacts	
  over	
  

the	
  2015	
  Fall	
  and	
  2016	
  Winter.	
  	
  	
  
•  The	
  summary	
  will	
  not	
  include	
  a`ribu>on	
  of	
  impacts,	
  but	
  could	
  serve	
  to	
  inform	
  a	
  retrospec>ve	
  

analysis	
  of	
  the	
  human	
  system	
  impacts	
  of	
  environmental	
  phenomena	
  –	
  including	
  ENSO.	
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Status	
  of	
  Regional	
  Climate	
  Condi1ons	
  

www.wrcc.dri.edu	
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Status	
  of	
  Regional	
  Climate	
  Condi1ons	
  

Water.weather.gov/precip	
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  Credit:	
  NOAA/NWS/CNRFC	
  

Streamflow	
  



Credit:	
  CA/DWR	
  and	
  USBR	
  

Reservoirs	
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Credit:	
  Univ.	
  Washington	
  

Soil	
  Moisture	
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Source:	
  CA/DWR	
  (gis.water.ca.gov/app/gicima/)	
  

Groundwater	
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El	
  Niño	
  Status	
  

•  ENSO	
  Alert	
  System	
  Status:	
  El	
  Niño	
  Advisory	
  	
  
	
  
•  El	
  Niño	
  condi>ons	
  are	
  present	
  
	
  
•  Posi>ve	
  equatorial	
  sea	
  surface	
  temperature	
  (SST)	
  anomalies	
  con>nue	
  across	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  

Pacific	
  Ocean.	
  	
  
	
  
•  There	
  is	
  an	
  approximately	
  95%	
  chance	
  that	
  El	
  Niño	
  will	
  con>nue	
  through	
  Northern	
  

Hemisphere	
  winter	
  2015-­‐16,	
  gradually	
  weakening	
  through	
  spring	
  2016.*	
  

Credit:	
  CPC	
  
*	
  Note:	
  These	
  statements	
  are	
  updated	
  once	
  a	
  month	
  (2nd	
  Thursday)	
  in	
  associa>on	
  with	
  the	
  
ENSO	
  Diagnos>cs	
  Discussion,	
  which	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  by	
  clicking	
  here.	
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Current	
  Story	
  on	
  ENSO	
  Blog	
  

Source:	
  www.climate.gov	
  



Beyond	
  the	
  Data	
  Blog	
  

•  NESDIS/NCEI	
  blog	
  

•  Deke	
  Arndt	
  10/1	
  blog	
  post	
  on	
  “Not	
  

what	
  I	
  ordered:	
  how	
  El	
  Nino	
  is	
  like	
  a	
  

bad	
  bar	
  tender”	
  

	
  



Beyond	
  the	
  Data	
  Blog	
  



15	
  

Current	
  Sea	
  Surface	
  Temperatures	
  

Source:	
  NOAA/ESRL	
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Current	
  Sea	
  Surface	
  Temperatures	
  

Source:	
  NOAA/CPC	
  



The	
  latest	
  weekly	
  SST	
  departures	
  are:	
  

Niño	
  Region	
  SST	
  Departures	
  (oC)	
  Recent	
  Evolu1on	
  

Niño	
  4	
   1.0ºC	
  

Niño	
  3.4	
   2.4ºC	
  

Niño	
  3	
   2.8ºC	
  

Niño	
  1+2	
   2.7ºC	
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ENSO	
  Forecasts	
  

Source:	
  NOAA/CPC	
  and	
  the	
  
Interna>onal	
  Research	
  Ins>tute	
  



Diagnos1c	
  Discussion	
  –	
  October	
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November	
  U.S.	
  Forecasts	
  

Source:	
  NOAA/CPC	
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U.S.	
  Temperature	
  Forecasts	
  

Source:	
  NOAA/CPC	
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U.S.	
  Precipita1on	
  Forecasts	
  

Source:	
  NOAA/CPC	
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Resources	
  

•  CPC	
  (cpc.noaa.gov)	
  

•  Western	
  Region	
  El	
  Nino	
  Impacts	
  and	
  

outlook	
  (WRCC)	
  

•  Resources	
  folder	
  on	
  

WRECIC	
  project	
  google	
  drive	
  	
  

Source:	
  NOAA/CPC	
  



Regional	
  Impacts	
  -­‐	
  September	
  

Goal:	
  Document	
  informa>on	
  on	
  regional	
  anomalies	
  and	
  impacts.	
  	
  To	
  insert	
  a	
  regional	
  impact,	
  click	
  on	
  
the	
  Google	
  Doc.	
  
	
  
Reports:	
  
•  NWS	
  (Andrea	
  Bair)	
  
•  NMFS	
  (Michael	
  Milstein)	
  
•  Regional	
  (Timi	
  Vann)	
  
•  Others	
  –	
  Open	
  floor	
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NWS	
  –	
  Andrea	
  Bair	
  



•  Declared	
  unusual	
  mortality	
  event	
  for	
  Guadalupe	
  fur	
  seals	
  which	
  Ruth	
  men>oned	
  last	
  
mee>ng	
  but	
  which	
  was	
  officially	
  declared	
  since.	
  

	
  
•  NMFS	
  preparing	
  an	
  announcement	
  about	
  >40	
  marine	
  mammals	
  and	
  seabirds	
  

detected	
  with	
  domoic	
  acid	
  poisoning	
  through	
  the	
  Wildlife	
  Algal-­‐toxin	
  Research	
  and	
  
Response	
  Network	
  (WARRN-­‐West)	
  coast	
  wide	
  surveillance	
  network.	
  

	
  
•  h`p://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/news/features/el_nino/index.cfm	
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NMFS	
  –	
  Michael	
  Milstein	
  



Regional	
  Impacts	
  Summary	
  –	
  9/21	
  to	
  10/19	
  

Condi>ons	
  noted	
  in	
  the	
  Google	
  spreadsheet:	
  
1.  Warm	
  water	
  &	
  “The	
  Blob”	
  	
  
2.  El	
  Niño	
  
3.  Drought	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  

Impacts	
  noted	
  in	
  the	
  Google	
  spreadsheet:	
  
1.  Marine	
  ecosystem	
  

•  Species	
  shiqs	
  &	
  distribu>on	
  
•  Invasive	
  Species	
  
•  “Unusual	
  Mortality	
  Event”	
  
•  Coral	
  bleaching	
  

2.  Agritourism	
  
3.  Wildfire,	
  forestry	
  
4.  Water	
  supply/reservoir	
  management	
  
5.  Policy	
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COLUMBIA	
  RIVER	
  —	
  Salmon	
  fishermen	
  in	
  the	
  Columbia	
  River’s	
  Buoy	
  10	
  
fishery	
  this	
  week	
  encountered	
  	
  Humpback	
  whales.	
  	
  They	
  have	
  been	
  
sighted	
  within	
  the	
  Columbia	
  River	
  in	
  recent	
  days.	
  	
  Daily	
  Astorian	
  

Unusual	
  Mortality	
  Event	
  –	
  Guadalupe	
  Sea	
  Lions	
  in	
  Rehab.	
  	
  	
  
Credit:	
  Pacific	
  Marine	
  Mammal	
  Center	
  

NOAA	
  Coral	
  Reef	
  Watch's	
  most	
  recent	
  Four-­‐Month	
  Coral	
  Bleaching	
  Thermal	
  Stress	
  Outlook	
  
h`p://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/analyses_guidance/enso_bleaching_97-­‐99_ag_20140507.php	
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Bark	
  beetles	
  burrow	
  inside	
  the	
  bark	
  of	
  Torrey	
  pines	
  at	
  Torrey	
  Pines	
  State	
  Natural	
  Reserve	
  in	
  San	
  Diego.	
  
The	
  severe	
  drought	
  has	
  made	
  the	
  trees	
  vulnerable	
  to	
  the	
  beetles.	
  J.	
  Katarzyna	
  Woronowicz	
  Special	
  to	
  
The	
  Bee.	
  
h`p://www.sacbee.com/news/poli>cs-­‐government/capitol-­‐alert/ar>cle39618351.html#storylink=cpy	
  	
  	
  

Recent	
  sigh>ngs	
  of	
  Pelamis	
  Platurus,	
  a	
  highly	
  venomous	
  
tropical	
  sea	
  snake,	
  in	
  Ventura	
  Co.	
  CA.	
  	
  	
  Poster	
  on	
  website	
  for	
  
Heal	
  the	
  Bay,	
  www.healthebay.org	
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Other	
  Reports	
  



Announcements	
  

1.  Next	
  WRECIC	
  call:	
  	
  Week	
  of	
  November	
  23	
  (some	
  >me	
  adjustment	
  may	
  be	
  made)	
  
	
  
2.  Public	
  webinar	
  on	
  Western	
  Impacts	
  of	
  El	
  Niño	
  held	
  this	
  morning.	
  	
  The	
  presenta>on	
  is	
  

posted	
  to:	
  	
  	
  	
  
h`ps://toolkit.climate.gov/content/stakeholder-­‐briefing-­‐western-­‐impacts-­‐el-­‐ni%C3%B1o	
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Open	
  Discussion	
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